IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend claims 5 and 9 pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.121 as follows 



X 




(see the accompanying "marked up" version): 




5. (Amended) A method for the manufactur/ of a copper microalloy 



comprising: 




(a) mixing a copper alloy contaimng S, Se, As, Sb, Bi, Sn, Zn, 
Ni, Fe, Ag or Te impuritie/ in amounts of the order of tens 
of weight ppm, with lead to yield a microalloy having a final 
concentration of at le&st 200 weight ppm of lead, wherein 
the copper alloy co/tains Zn, Fe, Ni, Sn, and Ag impurities; 



and 



(b) casting the mici/oalloy. 




9. (Amended) A method for the manufacture of a copper microalloy 



containing lead, comprising: 



(a) mixing a copper alloy containing (1) S, Se, As, Sb, Bi, Sn, 
Zn, Ni, Fe, Ag, or Te impurities in amounts of the order of 
tens of weight ppm and (2) lessjthan 80 weight ppm of the 
impurities Zn, Ag, Cd, Sb, Ni, Fe, Bi, Sn and S with lead to 
yield a microalloy havihg at least 200 weight ppm of lead. 



Serial No. 09/499,207 

Response to Office Action dated Septennber 24, 2001 



Docket No. 2136/0G684 

Page 3 



^3 



wherein the copper allay contaipfS Zn, Fe, Ni, Sn, and Ag 



impurities; 

(b) casting the microalloy irom step (a); and 



(0 



I 



0 



heating the miroajk^ from step (b) at 550-650° C for 5-600 
seconds to/decrease its half-softening temperature, 
annealin/temperature, and recrystallization temperature to 



m 200° C. 



Add claims 15-22 reading as follows: 

15. A method for the manufacture of a coppef microalloy comprising: 

mixing a copper alloy consisting/essentially of copper and 



one 



or more of S, Se, As, Sb, Bi, Sn, Zn, Ni, Fe, Ag and Te 



impurities in amounts of thaT order of tens of weight ppm, 
with lead to yield a microalloy having a final concentration 
of at least 200 weigh/ ppm of lead, wherein the copper 
alloy contains Zn, Fe/Ni, Sn, and Ag impurities; and 
(b) casting the microalloy. 




1 6. The method of claim 1 5, w/erein the microalloy is cast by batch 



casting, semi-continuous casting or con 



s casting. 
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1 7. The method of claim 1 5, wherein the microalloy has a lead content 



of more than 300 weight ppm. 



1 8. The method of claim 1 5, wherein the microalloy has a lead content 



of more than 350 weight ppm. 



1 9. A method for the manufacture of a copper micna^lloy comprising: 
(a) mixing a copper alloy consisting of popper and one or more 



of S, Se, As, Sb, Bi, Sn, Zn, Ni/Fe, Ag and Te impurities in 
amounts of the order of t^ns of weight ppm, with lead to 
yield a microalloy having a final concentration of at least 
200 weight ppm/fi lead, wherein the copper alloy contains 
Zn, Fe, Ni, Sr;;>f and Ag impurities; and 




(b) casting the microalloy. 



20. The method of claim 



casting, semi-continuous casting or conti 




erein the microalloy is cast by batch 



casting. 



21 . The method of claim 1 9, wherein the microalloy has a lead content 



of more than 300 weight ppm. 
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